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Figure 2: The causes of livestock losses by group ranch. Drought accounted for the biggest 

losses, followed by disease, predation and gifting animals. The highest overall losses were 

in Kimana, the least in Mbirikani and Eselenkei. 
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Most respondents (84%) reported conflict with wildlife to have increased in recent years, with 

only 6% reporting no conflict. The conflict was attributed to herders grazing their animals in the 

national park and competition for scarce forage. 
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This Month’s Q&A Technology Tips  
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Herders are slowly shifting 
from keeping Maasai sheep 
to doppers which fetch much 
higher prices. Sheep 
dominate herds due to a 
decline in tree cover and their 
ability to feed on coarser 
forage compared to goats

A steer well fed and managed  
costing approximately Ksh 
250,000 can restock 7 to 10 
heifers/cows at 25,000 
following mass livestock 
death. Steers are considered  
a moving bank and key asset 
for the family

A young breeding bull 
bought at Ksh 250,000 and 
originating from Pakistan. 
Herders are pooling together 
to import breeding animals 
such as Abraham from South 
Africa, and simmental or 
fleckview from the West. The 
herders are slowly changing 
their herds from many 
indigenous cattle to fewer 
improved breeds with high 
productionA new way of moving 

livestock by train caravan 
which helps conserve energy  
and prevent further losses 
during migration
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